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Community Based Rehabilitation : Multiple Perspectives and Significances

Asst. Prof. Tavee Cheausuwantavee

E-mail address : tavee98@hotmail.com
Abstract

This Research aims to examine and critique literatures and phenomena of Community Based
Rehabilitation (CBR) in terms of the different meaning and significance beyond the traditional meaning as
WHO and other international organizations defining. The 20 existing literatures regarding CBR and disability
in which have been available in the library of Ratchasuda College, Mahidol University and Thamasat University
were purposively collected. The data as direct experiences, filed visits, and tape-recording of dialogues and
reflections among researcher and other participants within the previous research project in Phutthamonthon
District, Nakornpathom Province, Thailand were also undertaken. The critical theory approach as
interpretation and dialectical critique were administered on those data for constructing meaning or significance
of CBR.

The results reveal that there are the 6 different meanings and perspectives of CBR as follows: 1) a
process for establishment of society ideal 2) a process for stigma breakdown and a ritual of passing 3) a
competitor of capitalism 4) a social justice 5) a practice of discourse  6) an integral model. The research
results suggest that once those different meanings and perspectives of CBR have been illustrated, the new
understanding and awareness of policy makers, administrators and practitioners concerning CBR have to be

emphasized. Furthermore, the new academic arguments on CBR should be studied.

Keywords : Community Based Rehabilitation ,CBR, Disability, Meaning, Critique
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